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Pastoral Reflection
By Rev. Oden Latham, interim Senior Ministgr

A

Last Sunday during the sermon, between cracks in the speake
[ which really did get me off r
not to be chosen for either a job, being on a team, etc. We talked
about what it was like for Justus not to be chosen to be in one of the
most elite groups in history filling the place of Judas within the
apostleg an intimate group of twelve.

Have you ever stopped and thought about what it was like for
Jesus to be chosen by God to b
cious childi his Son- becoming the Chosen Oinghe Savior of the
world. When God chose his Son there was inherit in that choice an
expression of a special relationshipa relationship known and
loved and valued in some way. In short, being singled out for a
unique role!

In the society where we have been called to live being chosen
suggests that others are not chosen. However, in the Kingdom tha

I's not true, for Godo6s choice
have been chosen. For in this Kingdom there is no competition or
rivalry. Gododés Son shares his &

are precious and unique. And in being chosen we are given the abil-
ity to see how others have been chosen and how we can rejoice ir
that choice, and in their uniqueness.

In that uniqueness, that being chosen, the question might be,
Anow t hat you have been chose
made?0 Just a thought!!

Sunday during the sermon we will address that very question!
| hope to see you in worship. Blessings!

Oden
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Pol |l yosi Mus.

By Rev. Polly Morrison

The worship leader stepped down front as the band played softly in the background, wi
the lights dimming in the worship space.
ing to lift your eyes to heaven or maybe you would be willing to close youb eyesever
would help your heart to engage with Godbod
for over 20 years now and | experienced a

Many of you come to worship very exuberantly with a need to release your stored up e
ergy Godward. Others come with a strong sense of emotional reserve, simply desiring to
present with God. In looking back over my years of worship leading | realize that many times
issued specific instruction to worshipers. | thought everyone present should be engaging in t
same worshiping way. Sometimes my instruction was very pointed, other times is was mq
vague. My goal was always to assist the congregation in presenting a unison offering to Go
Well, maybe it is the wisdom of the ages, or maybe it was being on vacation and having no
ing too pressing on my mird@l whatever the case, | have decided to shift my goal for the sea-
son of life ahead. | now believe our unified goal in worship to be one of harmonious prais
and worship before Almighty God. Harmony is very different from unison offerings. Conside
these definitions and think about worship as you read through them.

Dictionary. com def i amposessiluwhictsall alemeritsroehtivie i <
in the same way at the same time; simultaneous or synchronous parallel actiohhe word
Ahar mony o i s d eabpleasirg @drrangement lofiparts deaigned to show their
parallelism, mutual relations, and differences.

Wo w! Just think how wonder f ul wor ship
i ng arrangement of parts. o We would all
that fits our personalities and giftedness. We would all be expressing our worship to God |
the unique way that hdsarmonyas its end result. | believe that would be the ultimate pleas-
ing arrangement of parts, for the congregation, and especially for God. So over the next wee
and months listen carefully on Sunday morningo God, and of course the worship leader
(tee heep there will be invitation after invitation for you to join in praise so as to help you
engage with God. God may call some to clap their hands, others to raise theirs, and still mat
to stand in solemn stillness. The ways we can come to God in worship age joiarwyith me
in opening your heart to be led by Him!

See You Sunday,

Polly

"nO magnify the Lord with me, and | et us e
Psalm 34:3
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Christian Womenos
Coming to NCCC

Faith! Food! Fun!
More information to conie

CWF purposefito provide opportunities for spiritual growth, enrichment, education, and creative mi
to enable women to develop a sense of personal responsibility and empowerment for the whole mis
church of Jesus Christ.

Join us by contacting Berniece Reed
8309803967

berniece@reedsnet.com

Mark your calendar!
First meeting is on September 7.
Childcare provided!

Youth Kickoff
Saturday August 7th

JYF (incoming 3rd -5th grad-
ers) from 7 p.m. - 11 p.m. for
dinner, movie and games Chi
Rho and CYF (incoming 6th -
12 graders) Lock In from 7
p.m.-7 a.m.

Bring comfy p.j.s, sleeping
stuff, snack to share, board

games and your favorite wii
game!



